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Lauren loses her battle                        

Teen faced rare disease with courage
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Lauren Braman’s life and death touched her family and many friends in the Copley community.





By Stephen Huba


Staff Writer





COPLEY – Lauren Audrey Braman will be remembered as a young woman who faced adversity with courage and a smile, her mother said.


     “She was the kind of person who never complained about anything, who was gracious about everything.  She showed you can do anything if you put your mind to it,” Cristine Braman said.


     Lauren died July 31 at Akron Children’s Hospital after a six-month battle with a rare form of leukemia.  She was 16.


     Lauren’s family had reason to hope that she would beat the disease.  A bone marrow match had been found, and Lauren was doing the things that 16-year-olds do – going to concerts, spending time with friends, finishing her sophomore year of high school.


     But things took a turn for the worse on June 27, when tests revealed a high white blood cell count, her mother said.  Lauren was readmitted to the hospital and started back on chemotherapy in the hopes that her disease would go into remission.  She never returned home.








      “We knew we were up against odds that were not good,” Cristine Braman said, “but it was a surprise that it happened so fast.”


 Lauren’s family was able to be at her bedside and say their goodbyes when she died around 3 p.m. on a Monday.  “She was very much at peace,” her mother said.  “She had a lot left that she wanted to do.”


     Lauren is survived by her parents, Dr. Kenneth and Cristine Braman, a brother, Kory, 11, and a sister, Kelsey, 9, all of Copley Township; paternal grandparents, Kenneth Sr. and Joann Braman of Norton; maternal grandparents, Howard and Sylvia Johnson of New Franklin; aunts, Nada Braman and Lynn Grimm; uncles, Steven Braman, Jay Johnson and Todd Johnson; and several cousins.


     Word of Lauren’s death spread fast in the close-knit Copley community.  Neighbors gathered around the Braman family in their front year the evening of July 31 and played music by Rascal Flatts, Lauren’s favorite band.  “We all stood out there, and we all hugged,” Cristine Braman said.


     The family has set up the Lauren Braman Instrument Fund through the Copley Music Boosters.  The scholarship find will offer instruments to students in grades 5-12 who cannot afford them.


     Lauren was diagnosed with acute lymphocytic leukemia on January 25.  The disease, marked by the presence of the Philadelphia chromosome, occurs in only 1 to 2 percent of younger leukemia patients and requires a bone marrow transplant for a chance at full recovery.


     The Copley community joined together on March 12 for a bone marrow registry drive that drew 461 participants.  The subsequent bone marrow match did not come from that drive, Cristine Braman said.


     Lauren required surgery and fought an infection in the early days of her chemotherapy treatment.  She was able to come home in time to enjoy her 16th birthday, which was April 28.  More than 250 friends showed up for an April 22 party at the Copley VFW hall.


     Lauren completed her sophomore year at Copley High School with the help of a tutor.  In addition to the bands, she was a member of the National Honor Society, Key Club and German Club.


     Funeral services were held Saturday at Fairlawn Lutheran Church, with the Rev. Charles Lentner officiating.  Burial was in Copley Township Cemetery.  A reception celebrating Lauren’s life was held at Copley High School after the funeral.  


     Memorial contributions may be made to the Lauren Braman Instrument Fund, care of Copley Music Boosters, 3797 Ridgewood Road, Copley 44321, or Akron Children’s Hospital, Children’s Blood and Cancer Fund, One Perkins Square, Akron 44308.











